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WI L LIAM H . Z INSSER

Mr. Huntington Wilson,
Public Ledger,
Independent Square, Phila.
My

P~.

dear Mr. Wilson:-

· Let me thank you sincerely for your letter of the
10th.
You ru:.ve described exactly the conception we ba.ve had of the task
we have undertaken.
You, no doubt, already :Know ~hat is being done to
combat venereal disease in the calJ!Ps, and immediately outside by
Mr. Fosdick's Co:rmnission. The task of this Committee is to attempt
to take up this work of the War Department by a campaign of education
among civilians who live for the most part in communities, which are accessible to the camps by railroad, trolley or automobile, in order that
soldiers who come to these communities for recreation willbe safeguarded
from infection.
We believe that if the obvious sources of vice and disease
are eliminated - that is houses of prostitution and professional prostitutes- the large majority of the soldiers will be automatically protected,
as most of them are not on the hunt for these things.
In this campaign we are attempting also to educate
the public on ~he question of venereal. diseases, their dangers and means
of combating them both for the advantage of the soldiers and the co~i ties themselves.
Tb.is involves in some degree exactly your idea of
a civilian camp~ign.
You mention the advantages of aid from the press
and other agencies.
We have already begun to get a certain amount of assistance from this particular quarter and I am sending you under separate
cover,along vd th other pamphlets we have been issuing, a reprint of the
article published several months ago by the New York Times ~azine.
very canprehensive article on the subject will appear in the March issue
of "World's Work'' and I think we have succeeded in interesting several other
periodicals.
The Independent has carried a number of articles and the series now running in "The Outlook" by Mr. Odell has touched on this subject a
number of times.
Some time ago we wrote rlr. Lorimer of "The Post" asking for his cooper~tion and suggestionsas · to the possibility of wi article
on the subject.
We ~ve never heard from Mr. Lorimer direct but one of
his assistants wrote that he tholl6ht i + ..,..ould be impo e~ible for " The Post"
to handle the su.bject.
I should greatly appreciate it if ypu could sometime have a talk with Mr. Lorimer on this subjeat and. see if~still feels the

Mr. H:iw.tington Wilson

same way.

No. 2.

You can be vf great assistance in this respect.

I feel tb'lt you can also be of assistance to us in Philadelphia
through the Ledgers.
Philadelphia has a considerable problem because of
the Navy Yard as well as because of the fact that it is a stopping place
for a largl number of men en rou.te to and from Camp Dix ~nd the Southern
camps.

If you can find it possible to interest Mr. Curtis in this
matter and to organize an informal conferenoe on the su.bj ect, to be a.ttend&d
by him, Mr. Lorimer, Mr. Bok, yourself and any other editorial men whom you
might select, I should be glad to come dOVru to Philadelphia and tell you
what we are doing to see if it might be possible to enlist the a.id of all
the Curtis publications.
This would, of course, be a tremendous f orce
and would get us further than any amount of correspondence and personal work.
I shall be glad to hear from you again and if you a.re in
York in the near future, I. should be glad to :tia.ve you visit this
office to see the .lllc;o.Chinery in action.
I appreciate your interest and
hope we may have your assistance.

Ne~

Chairman of the Sub-Committee.

Under sep. cover,
" Do Your Bit
Safegu4rding the Soldier
7enereal Clinics
Times Article
Social ~giene and the War.

